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Archival Pigment Prints - A Comprehensive Technical Overview
1. Defining Archival Pigment Prints:

e Anarchival pigment print is a high-quality print produced using specialized inkjet printers and
archival pigment inks.

e These inks are formulated to resist fading and discoloration over extended periods, ensuring the
print's longevity.

o The term "archival" emphasizes the print's ability to last for many years without significant
deterioration.

2. Archival Pigment Prints vs. Giclée Prints:

e The terms "archival pigment print" and "Giclée print" are often used interchangeably.
e "Giclée" was the original term used to describe a high-quality inkjet reproduction of a work of
art, typically a painting, drawing, or other two-dimensional artwork.
e With the development and evolution of newer digital printing processes, many now prefer the
more descriptive term "archival pigment print."
e Both terms signify a high-resolution print with:
o Accurate color reproduction.
o Archival quality materials.
o Fine detail capture.
e "Archival pigment print" is favored by some for its descriptive nature, reflecting the specific
materials and processes involved.

3. Archival Pigment Prints and Digital Art:

e Archival pigment prints are a popular method for reproducing digital art.
e Digital artwork is created using computer software and printed onto archival paper using
specialized inkjet printers.
e Key components include:
o Archival pigment inks: Highly resistant to fading.
o Archival paper: Acid-free and designed for longevity.
o Digital art: Diverse forms created using computer software.

4. Archival Pigment Prints and Photography:

e Archival pigment prints are widely used for fine art photography, both traditional and digital.
e Traditional Photography:

o Archival pigment prints can be used to reproduce traditional photographic negatives or
prints, offering superior longevity compared to traditional photographic printing
methods.

o This allows photographers to preserve their work for future generations with enhanced
archival stability.

e Digital Photography and Refinement:
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Digital photography provides photographers with extensive creative control over image

manipulation and refinement.

Archival pigment prints are ideal for showcasing the nuances and details captured in
digital photographs, including those with creative digital refinements.

Software like Adobe Photoshop allows for extensive editing, color correction, and
artistic manipulation, and these refinements are beautifully reproduced in archival
pigment prints.

Creative digital refinements could include, but are not limited to, color correction, light

and shadow adjustments, compositing, and special effects.

5. Fine Art Printing Paper Considerations:

The choice of paper significantly impacts the final look and feel of an archival pigment print.
Key considerations:

o

o

o

@)

Archival Quality:
= Acid-free paper is essential to prevent yellowing and deterioration.
* The absence of optical brighteners (OBAs) is crucial, as OBAs can degrade and
alter the print's color balance.
Surface Texture:
= Personal preference plays a significant role.
= Options range from smooth matte to glossy and textured surfaces.
Weight (GSM):
*= Heavier paper provides a more substantial and luxurious feel, as well as
increased durability.
Color Reproduction:
» The paper's coating affects ink absorption and color appearance.
» Papers are designed to achieve accurate and vibrant color reproduction.

Examples of Fine Art Printing Papers:
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Hahnemihle Photo Rag Metallic (340gsm):
= Combines the classic Photo Rag texture with a unique metallic sheen.
= Effective for high-contrast images, metallic subjects, and abstract artwork.
Canson Infinity Baryta Photographique (310gsm):
»= Atrue baryta paper with a smooth, glossy finish, reminiscent of traditional
darkroom prints.
» Excellent for black and white photography and images requiring high detail.
Epson Ultra-Premium Presentation Paper Matte (192gsm):
» Aversatile matte paper offering excellent color reproduction and a smooth
surface.
= Suitable for a wide range of photographic and fine art prints.
lIford Galerie Prestige Smooth Gloss (310gsm):
*= A high gloss paper, that yields vibrant colors, and deep blacks.
»= Great for photographic prints.
Moab Entrada Rag Bright 300 (300gsm):
= A 100% cotton rag paper with a smooth, bright white surface.
= Known for its exceptional archival properties and wide color gamut.

Sources for Further Research:
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Hahnemihle: www.hahnemuehle.com

Canson Infinity: www.canson-infinity.com

Epson: www.epson.com

lIford: www.ilfordphoto.com

Moab Paper: moabpaper.com

Fine Art Printing Forums and Reviews: Online forums and reviews from professional
photographers and printers can provide valuable insights into different paper options.
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6. Archival Pigment Prints and Editions:

Archival pigment prints offer artists the flexibility to create editions of their work, both limited
and open.
Limited Editions:
o Consist of a predetermined number of prints, typically signed and numbered by the
artist.
o The limited number increases the collectability and value of the prints.
o Artists often specify the edition size (e.g., 1/25, 2/25, etc.).
Open Editions:
o Do not have a predetermined number of prints.
o Prints can be produced on an "as needed" basis, offering greater accessibility to the
artwork.
Printmaking Terminology:
o The concept of editions is deeply rooted in traditional printmaking, where artists create
multiple prints from a single matrix (e.g., a plate, stone, or screen).
o Archival pigment prints allow for a similar process, with the digital file serving as the
matrix.
"As Needed" Printing:
o The consistency of quality assured by modern printers and archival inks allows artists to
print editions on demand, reducing the need for large print runs.
o This offers greater control over inventory and reduces waste.
Although less common, an artist could choose to create a single Archival Pigment Print,
amending or deleting the digital file after printing. This would create a unique one of a kind
print.
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Based on my research, the above are my findings and opinions.

Respectfully Submitted,

Peter Knapp

PeterKnappArt.com
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